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the republic and their doctrines. As far as the authority
of the great men is concerned, that may well be sacrificed
without regret. Authority of persons and names is a
dangerous thing. Let us get at the truth and the right.
I, for my part, am also afraid of the great principles,
and I would make no fight on their behalf. In the ten
years before the Revolution our ancestors invented a fine
lot of "principles" which they thought would help their
case. They repudiated many of them as soon as they
got their independence, and the rest of them have since
made us a great deal of trouble. I have examined them
all critically, and there is not one of them which I consider
sound, as it is popularly understood. I have been de-
nounced as a heretic on this account by people who now
repudiate them all in a sentence. But this only clears
the ground for the real point. There is a consistency of
character for a nation as well as for a man. A man
who changes his principles from week to week is destitute
of character and deserves no confidence. The great men
of this nation were such because they embodied and
expressed the opinion and sentiments of the nation in
their time. Their names are something more than clubs
with which to knock an opponent down when it suits
one's purpose, but to be thrown away with contempt
when they happen to be on the other side. So of the
great principles; whether some of us are skeptical about
their entire validity and want to define and limit them
somewhat is of little importance. If the nation has
accepted them, sworn by them, founded its legislation
on them, imbedded them in the decisions of its courts,
and then if it throws them away at six months5 warning,
you may depend upon it that that nation will suffer in
its moral and political rectitude a shock of the severest
kind* Three years ago we were ready to fight Great